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‘ ROV]DENCB PLANTA'E‘IONS
O F HEALTH

Safg“c;nd Héalthy Lives, m Safe and Heaftky_(.fbmmunities
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DISCIPLINE -~ _ - .~ - MNo.C02-118B
: C02-239

IN THE MATTER OF

CHRISTOPHER F. HUNTINGT(}N M.D.
LICENSE NUMBER MD. 9309

Consenf {)réeuru o

Pursuant to R:I. Gen. Laws §5-37-572, 1956, as amended, (2002 Reenactment)
notifications of adverse actions taken. by area hospitals were rr'pnrtf‘d to the Board: of
Medical Licensure andr Dlsb pline r;:ga.mmg Christopher F. IIunngtun M:D.
(“Respondent”). The notifications alleged pocr surgical decisiommaking and a failure to

- adhere to the minimum standards of aceeptable practice in the area of orthopedic surgery.

" FINDINGS OF FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

- - L The Respondent is 2 licensed-physician practicing orthopedic surgety inRhode, © . 1 . = . © .

Island since 1996 with privileges at two area hospimiﬁ;. tle 15 a 199G graduate of

Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, PA

CAMNNON BUILDING, Three Capitol Hill, Providence, Rhode Island 02908- 5(}9"
Hearmg/Spccch Impatred, Dial 711 or Cali 1 -800- 745 5555. (TI‘Y)
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The Board of Méﬁic;ﬂ Licensure anc;‘; Di-scipiline was noﬁﬁed of 1“es‘é;ricti£}n.$ piéced
ﬁpon the Respondent by an area hospital due to an excessive nuraber of adverse
surgical clinical events on spine cases pérfoi.‘med,

Inn addition, the Board learned of a 4-7 year- 0id patient with back pain and.
scoliosis underwent spinal fusion surgery that resulted in paraplegia.

In the cases re;k.fi{:\ﬁvﬁd, the Beard ﬁnds that the Respon&—eﬁ’s selection of paﬁetats_;
pe’ti—operative: piaﬁmin'g and intra-operative decisions making did not meet
accepteble standards of care. .

The Respondérﬁ Wab séat‘-by-the Board tai a certain 'c%iinical skill%; emEuauon
program and ancther continuing medical education program. The evaluation
demonstrated appropriate skill, kno*‘\;vled,ge and thozighﬁuprocesses forthe pfacti?ce"
of orthopedic Suirgery. -

After consideration of the-extensive hospital based peer review and the Board |
directed eveluation pm;gram Gu‘zc-ames:, the Board finds thie Respondent dm riot
meet acceptable standards of care with regard to the cases it reviewed. This © -

violates RIGL 5-37-5.1(19).

The parties agree as follows:

Respondent‘-adm&ts-to-th?¢ jurisdiction of the Board."" " "¢ "

{1 Respondent hereby acknowledges and waives:
a. The right to appear personally or by counsel or both beforé the

Board;
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h.

The right to produce wtn sses and evidence-in his behalf at a
hearing;

The right to cross examine witnesses;

- The right to have subpoenas issued by the Board;

The right to lfurt:her' procedural steps except for specifically -
contlainad herein; .

Any and ali rights of appeal of this Consent Order; ™™

Any objection to the fact.that this Censent Order will be presented
{0 the Beard for ulmSldem‘EmI; ;l;'id ;é\ IBV\; -

Any objection to ihe fact thaf if will be necessary for the Board to
become acquainﬁed with all evidence ?ex’taﬁning— to this matter in -
order 1o review adequately this Consent Order;

Any objection to the fact that poten‘iiafbias against the Kespoendent

may occur as a result of the presentation of this Consent Order..

Acceptance of this Consent Order constitutes an admission by the

R.cspondeni that the finings.of fact were made %y the Board.

This Consent Order shall become part of the public record of this

proc eedmg once it is. accepted by all pames

Failure te Pomply wzth rhis !,onaPnT O1dc,1 wherr signed end acu,ptt;d :

shali subjéct the Respondent to further disciplinary=:ifi’ifi:ﬁ}.f.= o

Rmpondent is issued a. Reprzmand in the m:,tant matter. Respcndent s

comphance with the previous Board ordered evalations and remediation




mitipate prospective probation. Addittonally, previous resirictions on the

Respondent’s practics ere lifted.

Signed this f day of /WD“‘(/{”/( , 2009

()m’ tophé{( I—‘untmgiou, M.D.

gx’ﬁ’/ l(

erard Goult, Esq. -
/Attorney for Respondent

Ratified by the Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline at a meeting held - - -~ -

on Pawch 10 , 200%

Y ﬁﬂﬁe . M ﬁ“/f)ﬁm R
Patricia A. Nelar, MDD, MPH
Director of Heaith :




